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Markandaya, Kamala Nectar Sieve 


Day. May 248p. $3.50. 
Doctor Johnson remarked the work Shakespeare: 
“His characters are not modified the customs 
particular places, unpracticed the rest the world 
... they are the genuine progeny common human- 
ity, such the world will always supply and observa- 
tions will always find.” The learned Doctor was in- 
sular his views and experience, and his first-hand 
knowledge “of the genuine progeny common hu- 
manity” was limited indeed. wonder would 
have recognized the common human denominator 
Reymont’s The Peasants Poncin’s Kabloona. 
Certainly, basic humanity found new novel about 
India, Nectar Sieve, Kamala Markandaya, 
story about some the common people India, un- 
touched contact with the British raj. 


Rukmani, not the prize among the daughters head- 
man South India, did not envy the better fortune 
her but was completely happy her union 
with the farmer Nathan, man considerate and 
gentle was hard-working. They knew lux- 
uries, unless was the occasional luxury freedom 
from impending want; that they enjoyed whenever the 
rented land they farmed produced good harvest 
rice, and when the few vegetables Rukmani planted 
provided welcome change diet. Their family be- 
gan with Irawaddy, girl who proved great 
beauty. The long interval before another child was 
born was trying time for Rukmani, but chance meet- 
ing with the English doctor Kennington—“Kenny” 
thereafter the story—helped her bring forth four 
sons. Their lot was not such happy one. “In our 
sort family,” writes Rukmani, who tells the tale, 
“it well the first born: whatever resources 
there are, have later shared out smaller and 
smaller portions.” 

The advent tannery the village spells change 
that not all for the good. The standard and manner 
living the wage-earners the tannery are dis- 
turbing the village people who not deal exten- 
sively cash money; the attractive Kunthi, one the 
married circle with Rukmani and others, finds the 
presence many unmarried workers too great 
opportunity trade her charms; and the two oldest 
sons Rukmani and Nathan, ring-leaders strike 
the tannery, are forced Ceylon for employ- 
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ment when the strike fails. The supreme disaster, 
far Rukmani’s family concerned, the rejection 
Irawaddy her husband because she cannot bear 
him children, and her descent into prostitution pro- 
vide food for her little brother. 


When crop failures pile and the owner the land 
forces Nathan and Rukmani leave their home 
many years, they are almost numbed with adversities. 
The story comes pitiable conclusion after they 
have made futile journey many miles find son 
succor them, journey from which Nathan does not 
return. Rukmani makes her way back the village 
live best she can with the meager help afforded 
her her youngest son, now assistant Kenny 
new hopsital. 


apparent fidelity life southern India and 
accent common humanity which mark this work 
must strike any reader. The stoical character the 
hard-working people here portrayed and their accept- 
ance the difficulties life without bitterness are 
sure engage the reader’s interest and sympathy. The 
fine restraint which the authoress this work has ex- 
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MacDonald Betty Onions the Stew 
Lippincott. May 16, 1955. 256p. $3.50. 

Betty MacDonald has knack depicting incidents 
her life way that make them seem funnier and 
more entertaining than they happened anyone 
else. She scored with The Egg and but this reviewer 
doubts Onions the Stew will receive the same en- 
thusiastic response. This not say that this new 
tale the MacDonald family life lacks interest, wit 
charm. Yet some ingredient that set apart Betty 
and her egg missing this narrative about life the 
MacDonald manner beautiful island Puget 
Sound. 


From their weekend cottage which they gradually make 
into permanent home, Betty and her husband com- 
mute unreliable ferry service war jobs Seattle. 
After twelve years and this book describing such vicis- 
situdes island life innumerable house guests, im- 
possible help, rats the kitchen, and fighting the 
elements for existence bad weather, they are still 
raving happily about life their haven. 


One chapter pokes lot fun present day cookery, 
particularly the kind sampled feminine gatherings. 
Then there Betty’s sad failure her attempt 
the mother large family. Unre- 
quested, she takes over, her way, the whole house- 
hold and somewhat bitter find herself unthanked 
and unrewarded. 


However, the doings Betty’s two daughters (teen- 
agers, help us) take most the book. After 
many descriptions her own helplessness when con- 
fronted with adolescent habits, demands, friends and 
social life, Betty makes some sweeping generalizations 
concerning this woeful period parenthood. Such 
observations “All adolescents steady” “All 
adolescents telephone” not like their 
parents” are sample her conclusions—not very 
helpful those parents going through the mill. 


Her Anne and Joan turned adult overnight, married 
happily and have made Betty into good friend and 
proud grandmother. suspect this case the hor- 
rendous teeners did not tyrannize doormat parents 
quite described. Taken with adequate seasoning 
Onions the Stew will prove appetizing. 

Kathleen Enzler, 

Bethesda, Maryland 

Braddon, Russell New Wings for Warrior 
Rinehart. May 17, 1955. 240p. $3.50. 


good deal has been written about 617 Squadron 
the R.A.F., notably Paul Brickhill’s The Dam Busters. 
This was the specially trained squadron which success- 


Best 


fully destroyed the Ruhr valley dams and went 
other special assignments bombing the rocket-labora- 
tories Peenemunde, the fling-bomb sites along the 
Pas-de-Calais, the harbor Genoa, munitions factories 
occupied France, the E-boat pens Havre, among 
others. One the two famous commanders that 
squadron was Leonard Cheshire, who succeeded Squad- 
ron Commander Gibson and helped develop the 617’s 
technique pin-point marking and bombing and who, 
the end the war and his twenty-sixth year, had 
been awarded the D.S.O. three times, the D.F.C. and 
the Victoria Cross, become one the most-decorated 
pilots the war. 


New Wings for Warrior tells Leonard (“Cheese”) 
Cheshire’s story before, during and after the war. And 
the most amazing and most inspiring part that story 
Leonard Cheshire’s post-war work. Because 
Cheshire has devoted himself and his entire means 
succoring the sick, the aged, and the neglected. With 
cheerful selflessness, started Home for the in- 
curably sick the simple process taking the care 
ex-serviceman named Arthur Dykes, house 
called Court Hampshire. Before knew it, 
had arthritic old lady, years old and bed-ridden, 
added his household; and then others and others, 
until there was waiting list. Forced leave Court 
care Board Trustees order repair his 
own health, went Cornwall and short time 
had started rehabilitate some old houses care for 
paraplegics, sclerotics and epileptic ex-servicemen; and 
then home for neurotics. All this with very little 
money but seemingly bottomless resource faith and 
courage. 


When collapsed and was found tuberculous and 
had undergo four rather radical surgical operations, 
did not cease work. started making plans for 
and putting into action plan preach Christianity 
the “man-in-the-street.” And that work still 
going on, although Cheshire himself still invalid, 
with tube his chest drain off infection that re- 
sulted from his operations. 


What made daredevil bomber pilot with little 
religious faith into modern apostle remains something 
the mystery grace and faith any human life. 
But the beginnings seem centered his experi- 
ence one the few special observers the bombing 
Nagasaki with the second offensive A-bomb. The 
horror that explosion, seen from fifteen miles away 
and some four five miles the air, profoundly 
shocked the man who had bombed many cities 
many times with explosive bombs eight tons 
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weight. began search for faith and found and 
has been living since. 


Even though not too well told the author The 
Naked Island, after number interviews with his 
subject, the story Leonard Cheshire many ways 
even more impressive than that Douglas Bader told 
recently another superb story courage 
domitability Reach for the Sky. Any reader good 
will should find this story inspiration. 


Grady, 


University Scranton 


Courtney, Marguerite Laurette 


Rinehart. May 1955. 433p. $5.00. 

When Laurette Taylor, the age sixty-one, scored 
great triumph Tennessee Williams’ “The Glass 
Menagerie” was more than stirring tribute her 
art. was tribute her courage and marked her 
personal victory struggle that had lasted ten years 
—the struggle down the spector alcoholism. 


Laurette Taylor’s daughter Marguerite Courtney, the 
book Laurette, has written quite biography her 
mother. She spares details the story the 
vibrant personality, who, born New York poor 
family, rose achieve stardom and occupy unique 
place the stage. “Peg Heart” she was 
known and loved millions. She had beauty; she 
won wealth and success, and then, because the un- 
fortunate addiction that mastered her, she disappeared 
from the stage, locked her doors everyone and sank 
oblivion. was from this oblivion that she made 
her comback, “the most triumphant comeback the 
annals the American stage” says Samuel Hopkins 
Adams his introduction the book. 


Laurette Taylor’s life and character are detailed minute- 
ly. Laurette emerges brilliant, beautiful, self-confi- 
dent, and self-centered and immensely talented woman. 
All her interests and friendships revolved about the 
stage. the age sixteen she married Charles 
Taylor, writer and producer innumerable melo- 
dramas. was these melodramas, stereotyped 
they were, that Laurette acquired those secrets her 


Thompson 


art that were later baffle the critics when they tried 
analyze what was Miss Taylor’s performances 
that enthralled her audiences. Her marriage Taylor 
proved unhappy. With her two children she left 
him and she turned the Broadway stage. 


Laurette’s second husband, Hartley Manners, was 
quite different from her first. was quiet, courteous 
and devoted. guided and schooled her, and his 
gentle dignity acted ballast for the tempestuous and 
passionate star. Her children grew love him and 
the end they turned him real father. 
engagement present for Laurette wrote the play that 
was skyrocket her fame, “Peg Heart.” 


The tragic years that followed Hartley Manners’ 
death are recounted fully. Marguerite Courtney goes 
deeply into the psychological reasons that may prob- 
ably have motivated her mother her turning the 
habit drinking. Some attributed the death 
her husband. Yet, she had started drink before his 
death, and one time she had asked him for divorce 
she could marry John Gilbert. Laurette fought her 
particular demon private—after she could not 
reached anyone—not even her daughter. 


Laurette’s relationship with her children was puzzling. 

The depth and warmth and tenderness that should 

have been there had somehow been lost through the 

years. was Eloise Sheldon, young drama student 

Laurette, who ministered devotedly 
er. 


Toward the end, suffering from throat ailment, and 
really ill, there were times when she had helped 
walk the set “The Glass Menagerie.” 
her last performance,” writes Mrs. Courtney, “Laurette 
could not walk unaided the stage.” Yet beautiful 
was her performance that Eloise and Julie Haydon 
“stood together the wings and wept.” doctor 
refused let her again. December, 1946, 
Laurette Taylor died. 


The compilation this book must have presented quite 
problem Mrs. Courtney, for her mother had de- 
stroyed virtually all records her theatrical and private 
life, and Mrs. Courtney had rely upon records and 
personal recollections others. took six years 
research write it. imagine very little the great 
mass detail accumulated must have been omitted. 
Not only does Mrs. Courtney include many details 
about performances, portions critics’ reviews, etc., 
but she frequently speculated about motives, person- 
ality traits, even innermost thoughts and doubts that 
may have tormented her mother. well-written 
book but this reviewer thought that times over- 
loaded with mass details, some which might 
have been omitted without destroying the clarity the 
figure that emerges. 

Rose Belvedere, 

Brooklyn, New York 


Thompson, Kate Great House 
Houghton, Mifflin. Mar. 1955. 280p. $3.00. 


South Africa brought life this first novel 
Kate Thompson she communicates her native knowl- 
edge what still for many place remote, land 


tense with the rumblings inter-racial strife, one part 
the dark continent from which the mists are rising. 


The story, chronicle style, concerns the Derains, 
family Huguenot ancestry whose history rooted 
the Cape. Great House their ancestral home 
called situated suburban Capetown 
Judge Nicolas Derain, his wife Reniera, and their chil- 
dren Beau, Reinet and Susan live the elegant and or- 
dered existence expected their station. But beneath 
the external serenity their common life lie under- 
currents and small confusions that threaten but never 
quite disturb its calm tranquillity. Capetown Nicolas 
Derain affectionately known Solomon Holy the 
natives, indicating the esteem which held. 
Reniera, Miranda-like personality, presides easefully 
over the household, only slightly loss understand 
the cool, remote Reinet, control the more tem- 
pestuous Susan. Beau’s role this particular portion 
what expected rival the Whiteoak saga small. 
escapade the early part the story results his 
hurried departure for South America, 
murder cries for vengeance. Always anticipating events 
Henry, servant ancient and mixed blood. 


Three four events the development Derain 
family history mark the story’s advancement. Great 
House the chance appearance Dr. Pieter Christian 
destined affect more than one life but, this 
stage, Reniera’s sense loyalty Nicholas wins over 
tempting dream and Reinet’s fancy secret, pass- 
ing one. Christian reserved for Susan who will re- 
quire suitable husband her return from Swiss 
finishing school. departure for Switzerland be- 
comes expedient following impulsive, nocturnal ad- 
venture with virtual stranger, the results which 
are veiled mystery. mature Susan returns Great 
House first decline but then persuaded 
marry Dr. Christian. 


French Farm, the Judge’s sister Violet lives with 
their aunt, Lady Grace Derain, matriarch ninety- 
odd years who summons Reinet her side when Vio- 
let, Beau’s godmother, sets out for South American 
find him. The story more than ordinarily dependent 
upon contrivance for its development and so, there 
comes French Farm Royale Martin, 
queathed Lady Grace his English godmother. 
Reinet’s training practical nurse more than use- 
ful now and, eventually, the close association the 
two young people becomes romantic. 


Violet’s South American adventure turns nothing 
better than fortune-hunting bigamist, imposter 
whose bluff called the intuitive Lady Grace. 
his scheming, she makes Royale instead 
Violet heir French Farm, but death intervenes too 
soon for the unmasking the rascal for her know 
Royale’s cure jungle witch-doctor employing 
ancient tribal concoctions mixed with ancient tribal 
rites. 


Fate has been unkind Cornelius, the Judge’s younger 
brother, whose predilection for the land frustrated 
the necessity earning living for the discontented, 
city-bred Luce. Her unexpected death frees him from 
marriage that had become endurance test and 
monument his patience, and enables him accept 
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the Judge’s gift inland estate where and his son 
Richard take new life. Reinet’s wedding 
Richard finds understanding friend, woman des- 
tined, one suspects, become his new mother. 


The author has pleasant, attractive style, its best 
she describes the natural background South Africa. 
There something the approach Elizabeth Goudge 
her presentation this diverse family and her 
colorful settings and, comparisons are drawn, 
the author’s affinity would seem hearken more 
Goudge, without her sense spiritual values, than 
Roche. Great House will have particular appeal 
for feminine readers. 

Rosemary McCormick, 

Toronto, Canada 


Prescott, The Unhurrying Chase 
Macmillan. May 17, 1955. 287p. $3.50. 


the twenty-seven years between The Unhurrying 
Chase (first published 1925) and The Man 
Donkey, Prescott learned much about patient, 
meticulous, indirect revelation character. Readers 
who have come know Miss Prescott’s work through 
the very popular later novel may find this earlier story 
something shocker. Violence the background 
The Unhurrying Chase. the one novel, minds are 
carefully explored the story moves quietly, some- 
times imperceptibly; the other, attitudes are briefly 
described and the story moves along forthright, 
even headlong pace. 


The Unhurrying Chase the tale young French- 
man, Yves Rifaucon, whose land gobbled 
the English under Richard the Lion-hearted. The loss 
terribly bitter the young squire who has reached 
the eve knighthood. his rebellion against God— 
rebellion which vague its nature his 
ultimate submission—Yves’ chooses take the very 
worst view his plight, degrade himself, and 
wallow misery; joins band lawless mercen- 
aries and goes with joyless eagerness from one crime 
another. only when slays his best friend 
battle that Yves finally listens the conscience that 
has been nagging him for years. Then finds that all 
the things has moaned lost are hand—his fief, 
honorable career, the woman loves—and finds 
God’s mercy almost unbearable. 


Evidently Miss Prescott set out make explicit, against 
twelfth-century background, the theme the poem 
from which she took her title and though she followed 
her plan closely she followed too mechanically; she 
managed give the novel little the variety, the 
warmth, and the reality “The Hound Heaven.” 
cult understand and therefore pitiable rather than 
lovable. Perhaps were more intelligible his crimes 
would seem less ghastly; is, his catalogue sins 
horrible the point unreality. would un- 
pleasant seek out all Yves’ deeds even for the 
historical truth biography; artistically wrong 
contrive them all for fiction, because the time that 
Yves’ repentance comes the reader glutted with sen- 
sation and too numb share the convert’s emotion. 
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humanity. She does not preach boast 
shout. She takes stock quite simply contemporary 
life patterns, always they relate herself. But the 
conclusions she reaches are equally applicable all 
women and not few men. 


Helen Butler, Ph.D., 
Department Librarianship, 
Marywood College, 
Scranton, Pennsylvania 


Irvine, William 
Apes, Angels and Victorians. The Story 
Darwin, Huxley, and Evolution 
McGraw-Hill. Apr. 1955. 399p. $5.00. 


not like this book. admit that useful book 
for one who will specialize the subject evolution, 
because gives great deal detail concerning the 
debates between monistic evolutionists and anti-Dar- 
winians, from the middle the nineteenth century 
until near its end. But, for the general reading public 
Catholics, this book contra-indicated. 


purely personal reason, perhaps, for dislike 
this book, the style. overwritten, general, and 
one passage (p. 233) the most “purple” English 
have seen years. 


Quite apart from personal feelings about the style, 
not like this book for two basic reasons. These 
are: (1) the presupposition the author that Darwin, 
Huxley, and Company, proved religion and evolution 
(and incidentally, science general) antagonistic, and 
that these overthrew religion; and (2) the incapability 
the author put his two heroes proper scientific 
perspective. 


There are innumerable instances the presupposition 
the author. Thus, page 109, outlines Dar- 
win’s ideas about religion his “Autobiography,” all 
which are against the Christian religion, and ends 
the paragraph with the following sentence: “Clearly, 
Darwin was progressive the core.” Again, page 
314, “Huxley levels religion its origins had 
leveled man his, and undermines supernatural causes 
showing how satisfactorily natural causes could take 
their places.” 


There is, throughout the book, definite slant against 
Catholicism. St. George Mivart very unfairly treated, 
passing. But let quote from page 273: “However, 
Huxley’s tact and diplomacy did not extend Roman 
Catholics, though there were three the [Schools] 
Board. His experience with such men Ward the 
Metaphysical Society had taught him that the Church 
was dangerous was benighted. exercised in- 
tellect with consumate skill defeat the natural pur- 
pose intellect, which the disinterested pursuit 
truth. was the ‘great antagonist,’ valuable only 
keeping science and liberalism alert its relentless 
warfare.” true, that one finds difficulty making 
such quotations, because the author can always claim 
that simply being reportorial. But the general 
impression certainly there. 

also certain that the author ignorant the true 
Christian concept theology. Thus, for example, 
both Darwin and the author are ignorant the true 
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ideas involved when discussing the Creator and the 
use secondary powers (e.g., 156). 


With regard second proposition above, submit 
that knowledge what has gone the analysis 
evolution, scientists, necessary for the writing 
such book. This knowledge absolutely essential 
for putting Darwin and Huxley perspective. 
tell students, the evidence the time Galileo 
was nothing like the evidence that have today for 
the Copernican system; the like situation existed 
1859. only recently that have been accumulat- 
ing considerable palaeontological and genetic evidence 
concerning the evolution man. may add that this 
review written one who believes that theory 
spiritualistic evolution with regard man re- 
spectable scientific theory. evolu- 
mean theory evolution that leaves room 
for the human spirit; presume that presupposes 
God’s creatorship, and His continuous Creation (what 
the theologians call 


should like make general remarks concerning 
evolution, particularly the evolution man, remarks 
which would aid the critical reading the volume 
question. 

The first remark concerns “chance.” was considered 
true the protagonists evolution the middle 
the nineteenth century, and still considered true 
modern protagonists the same (e.g., George Gay- 
lord Simpson) that, because (a) not understand 
the reason for mutations and the like (which what 
mean when say mutations are 
and because (b) the paleontological record shows that 
many various animals were developed sidelines, that 
therefore there cannot any plan the Universe. 
They consider that thus they have demolished the idea 
design and the Designer. This equivalent 
saying: “Because not understand how this hap- 
pened, therefore there reason for it.” Any rea- 
sonable reader will immediately note that, because 
are ignorant the reasons for thing, does not fol- 
low that there not reason. Reasoner. 

There obviously “design” the universe. in- 
credible the sane thinker that this design could exist 
without some reason behind it. However, not think 
that the argument from design for the existence God 
may used, unless have previously laid down the 
groundwork the argument from contingency and 
necessity. other words, once have shown that 
there must sufficient reason for things the world, 
and that this sufficient Reason only God, then can 
approach design the universe, and the safe bed- 
rock metaphysical certainty. true that the 
argument from design popular argument, and 
very good argument. But depends the first argu- 
ment. 

The tumult and the shouting the last half the 
nineteenth century has died down. can now take 
more sane and quiet view the problems which 
evolution has raised, the light Catholic theology. 
There are still many questions answered. 
true that the problems putting together evolution 
and traditional Christian views the world and 
man are many. The solution these problems will 
need patience and time, Pope Pius XII has pointed 
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Besides, order keep the young man’s criminal 
career motion, Miss Prescott resorts too easily 
coincidence and the little misunderstandings which 
ruin lives; and order illustrate God’s pursuit 
the fleeing soul she uses too many narrow escapes, 
one time having her hero strung noose and cut 
down just time save his life. 


Yes, the story has its improbabilities and its obvious 
contrivance and some ways unsatisfactory. Yet 
worth reading because its basic idea sound, 
moves rapidly, sustains interest, and, above all, 
reveals twelfth-century France. Miss Prescott’s recon- 
struction that particular time necessity largely 
conjectural but imaginative, vivid, and 


authentic. 
William Hill, 
Wernersville, Pennsylvania 


Jones, Katherine Heroines Dixie 
Bobbs-Merrill. May 1955. 430p. $5.00. 


The Confederacy lives again. Katherine Jones adds 
another book the valiant history the South. This 
one touches indirectly the military political 
aspects war. Heroines Dixie collection 
letters from the women the South. They tell their 
story war only woman can see it. The letters 
have been chosen with taste from rich and poor—ladies 
from great houses and wives dirt farmers. 


The letters cover the period history from 1860 
1865. The early correspondence carries note gaiety 
and optimism. Augusta Kollock wrote her brother 
George January 22, 1861, from the family planta- 
tion, Retreat, three days after the secession Georgia. 
Miss Kollock writes, Brother, suppose you 
have seen the papers that our good State has 
seceded, and that now are free and independent 
people. The whole city has been wild with ex- 
citement ever since Sumter was taken, and has just 
begun get little quiet, but suppose must 
prepare for hot times now, that the Federal Gov- 
ernment persists the insane policy coercion.” 


One the most interesting letters Katherine Jones’ 
collection from Lucy Smith Oak Hill, Georgia. 
Mrs. Smith’s son was killed while under the command 
General John Magruder the Seven Days’ battle. 
Her letter addressed President Jefferson Davis. 
“Tt with great emotion that women the South- 
ern Confederacy are almost driven subjugation 
and almost preferring the tyranny Lincoln the 
tantalizing inhumane treatment our soldiers our 
head leading Generals and regimental surgeons. 
Look Magruder but (was) drunk (he) 
dident have but cursed them... 


Mary Ann Loughborough writes conditions cave 
Vicksburg, Mississippi, LaSalle Corbell Picket marries 
the immortal George, and Varina Howel Davis bears 
nobly the wife the Confederate President. The 
last years 1864-1865 are depicted with extracts from 
letters and diaries that carry note extreme pes- 
simism. Susan Bradford has shoes. Sara Pryor 
caught Petersburg, Virgina, and Phoebe Yates Pem- 
ber comments hospitals the year 1864. 


Jones Lindbergh 


This book memorial the gallant women the 
South. Their remarkable and exemplary devotion 
their men and government depicted these pages 
with pathos and dignity. example and lesson 
well worth remembering once gay society reduced 
war sacrifice and poverty. 


Heroines Dixie carries before each letter brief biog. 
raphy the writer. The annotations are well 
Pictures prominent southern women are included, 
This reviewer’s only criticism that number the 
short letters could easily omitted. They tend 


break the readers’ interest and make the book longer 


than necessary. Otherwise this book work 
mendous historical value. 
all ages and interests. 


Frank Brown, 
University Scranton 


Lindbergh, Anne (Morrow) Gift from the Sea 
Pantheon. Mar. 16, 1955. 127p. $2.75. 


Using six sea-shells symbols the life values she 
discusses, the author puts paper the thinking she in- 
dulged during two weeks vacation from her family 
and friends. Writing the bareness beach house, 
walking along and lying the shore she watched 
birds wheel overhead and waves roll in, she considers 
the need women today develop inner harmony, 
first peace with themselves and then with their 
exterior surroundings, balance personal solitude with 
full communion with others, recover the satisfactions 
that once came from creative work any level, 
recognize that though continuity plans 
desirable the individual must adapt 
change, and achieve the type relationship with 
others that not demanding expecting hoping for 
return from them. Aware the multiplicity things 
that impinge upon the individual her responsibilities 
any state life, she takes the six shells home with 
her the hope that they will reminders the im- 
portance simplicity living, far this possible, 
that true awareness life may preserved; the 
necessity balance among the physical, intellectual 
and spiritual phases life; the importance work, 
though not under pressure; space among her activi- 
ties and relationships emphasize beauty bring 
out significance; setting aside time both for solitude 
and for sharing with others; and the necessity stay 
close nature though she lives the fringe 
metropolitan area. 


The pages are written with simplicity, quiet sincerity, 
charm and discernment. Conscious the many-faceted 
world which woman lives today, and the fact that 
gadgets, having made life easier some 
ways, have not made her richer than she was earlier 
centuries, the author advocates neither return old 
ways nor deeper plunge into activity for its own sake. 
Rather, she concludes that for herself the goal will 
consist matching outward simplicity with inner 
tegrity, she can, order achieve full relationship 
with herself and the world about her. 


The reader impressed not only the author’s equa 
nimity and the validity her thinking, but 
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out Divino afflante, and more recently Humani 
generis. Mutual sympathy will also required. one 
takes the attitude that evolution such and pro- 
posed Darwin and not only totally true 
but also absolutely antagonistic religion, the prob- 


lems will never solved. 
Franklin Ewing, 


Fordham University, 
New York, New York 


Yutang, Lin Looking Beyond 
Prentice-Hall. May 23, 1955. 387p. $4.95. 


the year 2004 two Americans, Paul Maverick and 
his wife Barbara, were sent the Democratic World 
Commonwealth, that had come into existence Janu- 
ary 2000 A.D., make geodetic survey Chile. 
While alone aeroplane over the Pacific Ocean 
they accidentally discovered island that was not 
mentioned any the maps. few hours after 
landing Paul was killed for shooting some men who 
were destroying his plane. 


Barbara’s life was spared and she was allowed mingle 
with the people this island called Thainos. She 
found that besides the original natives there was also 
colony composed mostly Greeks and Italians. The 
latter had come there about the year 1974 order 
escape from the continual wars the twentieth cen- 
tury. Since then they had been cut off from all contact 
with the outside world. Though they had auto- 
mobiles, aeroplanes, radio television sets, they seemed 
very happy. Hence when offered chance 
return home month after her arrival Barbara chose 
remain and marry young man with whom she 
had fallen love. 


Lin Yutang, well-known Chinese author and Chan- 
cellor the ill-fated University Nanyang the 
outskirts Singapore, uses this utopian settlement 
means commenting our western civilization. Re- 
ligion, philosophy, war, sex, and juvenile delinquency 
are some the subjects that discusses. 


has some shrewd observations about the futility 
modern warfare both for the victors well for the 
vanquished. Mechanical progress, reminds 
number places, does not necessarily lead greater 
happiness. His method for curbing 
crime novel not perhaps practical. But his attitude 
toward religion and morality cannot escape censure. 


The worship God which favors purely natural 
one and, sense, revival that which the 
Greeks practiced pagan times. Naturally excludes 
all idea the supernatural and ridicules those who 
hold fast any fixed religious principles. repeats 
the outmoded theses that Jesus taught creed, that 
St. Paul made essential changes the nature Chris- 
tianity, and that many Christian practices piety were 
borrowed from the ancient mystery cults. 


Through Laos, the intellectual leader this imaginary 
island, comes out favor birth-control, regards 
motherhood even outside lawful marriage per- 
fectly justified, brands the covering certain parts 
the body prudery, and gives his approval insti- 
tute with the high-sounding title, “Comforters Men’s 


Yutang Bernanos 


Souls,” though its primary purpose runs counter the 
Christian standard marital fidelity. 


According his account the only priest Thainos 
must have forgotten most his theology when left 
Europe. And add insult injury describes how 
the leading lay Catholic seduced one the nuns. For 
these reasons not recommend this book for any 


class readers. 
Stephen McKenna, 
Immaculate Conception Church, 
New York, New York 


Bernanos, Georges 
The Last Georges Bernanos 


Translated Joan and Barry Ulanov. Regnery. May 
1955. 263p. $4.50. 


This collection five “last essays” deserves wide 
reading public for the power each essay has stimu- 
late searching and reflective thought. Bernanos 
was never writer bother trying conciliate his 
readers. had something say and said it, 
forcefully, with genius for analogy and illustration, 
often dramatically, and sometimes shockingly for the 
sensitivities many. was devout and militant 
pratiquant his Catholic faith; but was never loath 
criticize those the clergy with whom disagreed 
matters political, social, moral. And his credit 
must said that, often not, had reason 
enough for his criticism. was not the technical 
sense anti-clerical all; but felt strongly that those 
who knew little political and social issues should 
not take sides speak one way another, particularly 
they were, their calling, apt considered 
speaking for “the Church.” Bernanos was also 
militant and complete Frenchman; more than that, 
from 1940 onward was militant and vocal Gaul- 
liste. From his exile Brazil, seems have con- 
ceived sort hero-worship for grand Charles, 
fierte francaise, without ever stopping 
consider that General Gaulle might have been 
made the symbol fighting France more the acci- 
dent his being London mission the 
time the fall the Bordeaux government than 
reason any compelling personal eminence over others 
his rank who continued fighting after the Vichy 
armistice. 


There may, therefore, disagreement, even profound 
disagreement with some Bernanos’ enthusiasms, 
some his strictures; but one can say that there 
not least good percentage truth many his 
wider observations. one can deny, either, that 
Bernanos has happy faculty striking beneath the 
skin events they appear and puncturing, even 
painfully times, subcutaneous centers infection. 
has more detailed antidote offer for the 
present alarming degeneration western society than 
uncompromising return individuals living and 
supernaturally spiritual faith, that because that 
the one hope salvation and detailed blueprint can 
prepared for future which must reconcile machine 
bureaucracy and the disturbingly totalitarian efforts 
scientists and statisticians reduce human life chart 
predictions. 


The translation these essays, least three which 
are kind distillation from manuscripts constantly 
process revision Bernanos traveled about 
Europe lecture tour, altogether superb render- 
ing idiom and style. forceful and completely 
authentic rendering the uncompromisingly direct 
way Bernanos had writing and speaking. And, 
one last word, there may many who will, do, 
prefer the one entitled “Our Friends the Saints” the 
most lucid and least dogmatic, and also the most char- 
acteristic one the great authors modern France. 


Fine, Benjamin 1,000.000 Delinquents 
World. May 23, 1955. 377p. $4.00. 


Books about juvenile delinquency are novelty, and 
research into the subject has been going for long 
time. Practically everyone every walk life has 
some opinion the matter, and many these opin- 
ions are expressed the various media communica- 
tion. his book delinquency, Dr. Fine has not 
come with any new startling facts theories, 
causes cures. What has done combine the 
scientific research, experience and findings many who 
have labored this field into thoroughly readable 
analysis serious problem. 


The fact that over 400,000 children appear before the 
juvenile courts the U.S. annually only part the 
problem. Dr. Fine points out that over 1,000,000 such 
children are arrested, even though they may not 
brought court. Step step evaluates the role 
the home, school, community, police, courts, etc., 
and the part they play this enormous tragedy. 
times the multiplicity authorities cites may only 
serve confuse the lay reader, and the introduction 
some analytic concepts may only heighten the con- 
fusion. Nonetheless, despite these minor difficulties 
there much merit this work. 


There has been wide and discriminating use case 
material illustrate the various cases and there also 
some research material comparative nature the 
end the book. These materials will help make the 
use the book profitable not only for private reading 
but also classroom work. 


Dr. Fine has attempted show the seriousness this 
problem, its multiple causes and the multiple avenues 
treatment. Not all persons will agree with him 
the seriousness the problem, even though the facts 
are staring them the face. Recently witness ap- 
pearing before the Joint Committee the President’s 
Economic Report spent some time deriding the idea 
federal activity the field juvenile delinquency, 
through the appropriation federal funds states 
help the problem. This gentleman stated that 
failed see why juvenile delinquency any certain 
city America was problem for the national govern- 
ment. entered into discussion the differences 
between national and nation-wide problems. de- 
fined delinquency nation-wide, but not national 
problem, putting the same category fire control. 
Obviously this man not one who accepts Dr. Fine’s 
thesis. Incidentally, read the report this witness’s 
testimony, where was run without comment, the 
publication the U.S. Chamber Commerce, “Eco- 


Terrot 


Hiigel Best 
nomic Intelligence.” Undoubtedly this organization 
more fearful the economic cost federal 
tion than any other aspect the problem. 


John Baldi, Chairman, 
Department Social Sciences, 
University Scranton 


Terrot, Charles Alligator Named Daisy 
Dutton. Mar. 1955. 192p. $3.00. 


Daisy, small alligator from the Okeefenokee swamps 
Georgia, accidently comes into the possession 
English composer serious music, Peter Weston. After 
series funny (?) incidents, Daisy finally ends 
the moat one Lord Ovington’s castle, companion 
huge alligator called Reluctant Dragon.” 


Actually, Daisy represents one’s inner self; the theory 
presented that when Peter could overcome his dislike 
the alligator, would also find the truth about him- 
self and his work. does, and decides serious music 
not really his field, happily going back light, happy 
compositions. the same time, Moira, young Irish 
girl whom Peter comes love, discovers herself and 
her real ambitions life, through her affection for the 
reptile. 


Some people may consider this very amusing story, 
but this reviewer felt the author was trying too hard 
humorous and result fell flat. 


Jeanne Marie Popecki, 
Washington 17, 


von Hiigel, Friedrich 

Ed. Gwendolen Greene. 
274p. $3.75. 

The name Baron Friedrich von Hiigel generally 
associated with the heresy known Modernism though 
recent biography Michael Bedoyére claims 
that his teachings about God, Christ, the Church, and 
the development dogma were perfectly orthodox. 
Added confirmation for this opinion, least for the 
closing years the Baron’s life, provided his 
conversations with and his letters his niece, Gwen- 
dolen Greene. 


His letters begin 1918 and end 1924, the year 
before his death the age seventy-three. 
dently wrote them with great care and often the 
midst bodily sufferings for was not spared the 
infirmities old age. His purpose was, first all, 
pass his niece the benefits his long years 
study. wanted her become familiar with the 
ancient pagan and Christian classics. Thus selected 
the books for her read, drew the order which 
she should so, often called attention the strong 
and weak points the respective authors, and even 
anticipated Mortimer Adler his practical hints about 
deriving greater profit from this intellectual exercise. 
But did not wish conduct merely correspond- 
ence course literature. 


Letters Niece 
Regnery. May 25, 


therefore encouraged his niece ask questions 
about the doctrines the Church that troubled her 
and the difficulties that she met with her own spit- 
itual life. She took advantage this generous offer 
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and opened her mind and heart her learned uncle. 
consequence these letters and informal talks cover 
wide range dogmatic and ascetical subjects. Though 
she was then Anglican never disturbed her good 
faith and even urged her perform the practices 
piety which her religion commanded recommended. 
But everything that wrote and said clearly implied 
that the Catholic Church alone possessed the fullness 
divine truth, and this way played important 
part her eventual conversion after his death. 


This book reveals the author outstanding the- 
ologian and deeply pious man. times, true, 
his explanations Catholic doctrine are not always 
easy grasp. Bedoyére attributes this the 
fact that Baron von Hiigel, whose first book only ap- 
peared when was fifty-six years old, never fully 
mastered the fine points style the art expressing 
his thoughts clearly. Again, his niece and editor, Mrs. 
Greene, should have added some clarifying footnotes 
about many the persons and incidents mentioned 
the text. Nevertheless, recommend this book for 
all adults. should prove especially helpful priests 
who are interested apologetics and all prospective 
members our Church. 


Stephen McKenna, C.SS.R., 
Immaculate Conception Church, 
New York, New York 


Pocket Print 


Either have been neglecting Bantam Books, their 
publishers have been neglecting us; recent batch 
ten their titles shows considerable improvement 
selection work and printing and binding, and the 
cover-art commendably restrained. Treasury 
Folk Songs, edited Sylvia and John Kolb contains 
little that “new” “newly discovered,” but 
good sampling the storehouse sing-stories; 
equipped with musical notation and should fun for 
parties, (A-1227, $0.35; Harold Lamb’s popularized 
history the Mongol Empire published 1949 
“The Earthshakers” reprinted under the title Tamer- 
lane, and welcome and worthy the new price 
$0.35; time for the movie version 
the novel, Graham Greene’s The End the Affair 
serious and sensitive story modern Magdalene 
which many will find shocking until they reflect; for 
mature readers this bargain boon, (A-1306, $0.35; 
Sayonara James Michener also sensi- 
tive, somewhat sentimental novel American 
post-war Japan sympathetic interpreter Asiatic 
people, (A-1318, $0.35; Arthur Miller’s success- 
ful play, Death Salesman, (now enjoying popular 
the French version Paris) implicitly moral 
story with thoughtful message for the feckless ma- 
terialists, (A-1322, $0.35; mystery addicts, 
the rependable Nero Wolfe and Archie Goodwin un- 
mask strangler skillfully plotted and swift-moving 
tale, Prisoner’s Base, Rex Stout, (A-1326, $0.25; I); 
but John Dickson Carr offers very old-fashioned sort 
harum-scarum, highly contrived and artifically moti- 
vated The Nine Wrong Answers; much money, 
double masquerade, mayhem, murder and multiple in- 
trigue fail redeem the monkeyshine atmosphere 


Pocket Print 


and the too-coy footnotes are bore, (A-1325, $0.25; 
Eric Ambler’s The Schirmer Inheritance takes 
little more than usual time get things moving, but 
better than average adventure, setting reluctant 
young lawyer traipsing through Germany and Greece 
search the inheritor million-dollar legacy, 
(A-1327, $0.25; Frontiers Space, collection 
so-called science-fiction stories selected Everett 
Bleiler and Dikty, strikes one who not addicted 
this stuff rudimentary science and low-grade fic- 
tion hacked out according formulas, (A-1328, $0.25; 
IIb). More worthy reprint John Steinbeck’s 
Mice and Men which, admittedly, will not every- 
one’s dish tea, strong but tender, surprisingly 
humane study psychopaths among the hoboes; 
was B-O-M choice March, 1937, (A-1329, $0.35; 
the-cops, run-for-the-hills tale eighteenth century 
Ireland, which does not quite run fast enough make 
the reader breathless will not see the absurdities; 
this will filmed for near-future release, (A-1331, 
$0.35; IIb). 


The Dell releases include four murder mysteries, two 
which are top-drawer and should please all fans, 
namely The Body the Bench Dorotehy Hughes, 
which was originally called “The Davidian Report” 
and will keep you guessing till the penultimate page, 
(#853, $0.25; and Agatha Christie’s The Witness 
for the Prosecution, (#855, $0.25; has nine short 
stories, one which made into play has been doing 
SRO business Broadway for the past season. The 
others: The Bridal Bed Murders Martin 
should not taken too seriously, light-headed 
plot involving carnival-show freaks,two murders and 
two Chinese bedsteads; nonsense but good fun, (#840, 
$0.25; IIa). The Shocking Secret Holly Roth, (#850, 
$0.25; I), fine example “provocative titling”; 
originally published The Content Assignment, tells 
the not-at-all shocking tale American girl working 
with the CIA Berlin who has the gift total 
recall and kidnapped for knowing the commie in- 
vasion time-table; course the resourcefully relentless 
British agent John Terrant takes the search. Verdict: 
too contrived suspenseful, but good enough for 
dull night. 


For the Western-readers, Tough Hand Wayne 
Overholser standard brand stuff, (#846, $0.25; 
The Big Fifty Frank O’Rourke, which Dell 
First not reprint) even though The Last Hunt 
seems have been remote inspiration for the fuss 
over the last-of-the-buffalo theme, (#59, $0.25; 
Another Dell First (#58, $0.25; something 
called After Innocence Ian Gordon, which has little 
reason for printing all, since hot-handed and 
heavy-eyed stuff about New England chemistry 
teacher Mississippi backwoods college and reads 
like sophomore’s assignment Creative Writing. 


Richard Williams and David Myers seems have 
cajoled half dozen well-known bonifaces the boites 
and brasseries into doing little monographs What, 
When, Where and How Drink, (Dell First #55, 
$0.25; beverages mostly. Sherman Bil- 
lingsley, Owen Brennan, James Hart, Robert Cobb, 
Toots Shor, and Robert Christenberry tell what they 


Pocket Print 
Alfred Coppel, (1059, $0.25; awkwardly 


the Stork Club, Old Absinthe Bar, East Ambas- 
sador Pump Room, Brown Derby, Toots Shor’s, and the 
Sheraton Astor New York, New Orleans, East Chi- 
cago, Hollywood, Fifty-first Street and Times Square, 
respectively. Handy have around for reference. 


Ballantine (#103, $0.25; IIb) titled Rock, Hal 
Ellson, who seems making career writing 
about juvenile delinquency summertime the streets 
New York’s Harlem. This picture boy going 
bad tough, unsavory and one-sided. 


Pocketbooks submits three “Cardinal” ($0.35) entries 
that have come hand. The 1955 Baseball Almanac 
edited Turkin C-167, (I); there may base- 
ball topics not included here, but they will 
difficult find elsewhere: rules, records, stars, sched- 
ules, playing tips, contract forms are some the items; 
excellent handbook for the baseball fan, (TV park). 
Sex and the Nature Things, Berrill, F.R.S., 
and professor zoology McGill University, (C-169, 
$0.35; III), naturalistic philosophy, leaving the 
impression that man more responsible than the 
birds, bees and beasts. Imagine supposedly sensible 
scientist saying “all trapeze work gymnasiums 
nostalgic exercise.”” Written with circumspection the 
book shows very low-level comprehension critical 
interpretation which can misleading the unwary 
and the juvenile. Catherine Hammett’s Your Own 
Book (C-180, $0.35; another dandy 
handy: for fixin’s furnishin’s, food fun, finding 
your way forcing fire, fear not; just get out the 
open and you, with this book, can all. 


Pocketbook “giant-cardinal” (#26) John Dos Pas- 
sos’ The Big Money, which the third and concluding 
volume the trilogy U.S.A. (to taken with 42nd 
Parallel and 1919), views the decade hip-flasks and 
sawed-off shotguns, stockmarket speculation 
obsession through the Dos Passos’ technique telling 
story flashes, biographical notes, “newsreels” and 
“camera eye” together with straightforward narrative; 
scratch-line drawings Reginald Marsh look more like 
marginal doodling than illustrations, (IIb, $0.50). 


Aiso from Pocketbook are Erle Stanley Gardner’s The 
D.A. Breaks Egg, which pits Madison County’s 
smart District Attorney, Doug Selby, once more against 
smart, shifty and pompously criminal attorney 
Carr helter-skelter mixture murder, political 
mayhem and robbery, (#1052, $0.25; Seven Trails 
Max Brand not quite this Western author’s 
tiptop best, but sentimental story good enough for 
Western fans, (#1056, $0.25; whereas Hero Driver 


boring story about auto-racing, alcoholism and adultery, 


which seem inexpertly mixed one the 
sweaty-handed hacks cheap and confused plot; the 
author may veteran racer, but quite amateur 


writer who might even psychopathic. 


Two good mystery and suspense stories are reprinted 
Permabooks: The Desperate Hours Joseph Hayes 
spine-chilling enough story suburban house 
vaded three escaped desperadoes; reviewed Best 


Sellers, Mar. 15, 1954, was found melodramatic, full 
cliches and memories Kind Lady and Blind Alley; 
but doing well Broadway play and will soon 


movie-house screens, (M-3007, $0.25; George 
Harmon Coxe The Crimson Clue, (M-3010, $0.25; 


I), puts news photographer Kent Murdock the 


scene high society wedding where finds 


bird piano-player murdered; Kent finally solves murder 
finding motive; not too suspenseful for the addict, 
but good enough. 


Recently the Grove Press (New York) launched series 


reprints from their catalogues and some them, 
certainly, are worth considering bargains available 
for addition personal libraries. 


two biographies hand: Philip Spencer’s Flaubert: 
Biography, (E-7, $1.25, 268p; Ila) and David 
shack’s Chekhov, (E-16, $1.45, 431p; both which 


are readable and scholarly with the advantage 


ing been published recently, 1952 and 1953 
tively. They represent, therefore, somewhat more 
thoroughgoing study the subjects than earlier vol- 
umes would. Alfred Vigny’s The Military Necessity 
reprint recent translation this contemporary 
Balzac who perhaps better known 
the study war and the philosophy which engenders 
and accompanies oddly modern for all the change 
weapons and mobility. listed under the code 
number E-12, ($1.00, 209p; 
ville’s little known The Confidence Man is, far 
know, not otherwise readily available modern 
reprinting and would valuable students 
ville and American letters, (E-1, $1.25, 294p; IIa). 
the other remaining titles the series have seen 
only Giovanni Varga’s Little Novels Sicily, 
IIb), reprinted from original edition dated 1953. The 
short stories the author The House the Medlar 
Tree are imbued with much compassion also with 
some anticlericalism. 


Best 


The titles have 
seen are well printed and bound attractively designed 
heavy coated paper; probably the same plates are used 
for the reprints for the original edition. There 
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